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We are committed to partnering with parents through open communication focused on
the needs of your child. Mutual trust and respect between parents and teachers are
critical to maintaining a positive learning experience at any school. We believe that your
trust in New River is essential to ensure your child’s success.

All About Mr. Bacskay

● I retired from the military (Army)
● I have multiple degrees in Liberal Studies from Kaplan University, a Masters in

Secondary Education from Grand Canyon University and lastly, I have a degree
through the Doctoral Program from Grand Canyon University as an Educational
Specialist.

● I am married to my wife Lori, who is also an educator. We have 3 grown boys and
4 grandkids, 4 dogs and 2 cats. We are huge football fans and enjoy spending
time together traveling.

COMMUNICATION
● School-wide New River Elementary School Website
▪ Weekly school newsletters on facebook, twitter and school messenger

● Teacher website gary.bacskay@dvusd.org
● My contact information is (623) 376-3500

▪The Best Time me to reach me is before and after school and the best way to reach me
is by email.

● My main modes of communication: Email, Daily Folders (Folders travel to and from
school daily)

● Behavior communication
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ACADEMICS

oResources for you and parents:
▪ DVUSD Math Resources for Parents
▪ DVUSD English Language Arts Resources for Parents
▪ DVUSD Social Studies Resources for Parents
▪ DVUSD Science Resources for Parents
▪ What is Depth of Knowledge (DOK)?

PBIS
All students are taught to follow the CATS expectations: Caring, Always Respectful, Take
Responsibility, Self-Control. These expectations are outlined in the CATS Matrix. Students earn
Wildcats Bucks for demonstrating these expectations that they can use to purchase items or
experience coupons in the Wildcat Den.

All Things EQ
We have implemented a philosophy called “All Things EQ.” IQ is your book smarts or school
smarts. EQ is your emotional quotient or self-smarts. The EQ philosophy focuses on the
following key questions: How can I be kind and helpful in this moment?

How are you showing up at school today?
Am I making an honest effort?
Am I focusing on solutions instead of problems?

To reinforce the EQ philosophy our 6th graders are trained to be our EQ Ambassadors so they
can be role models for the rest of the students as they spend time in the younger grade
classrooms. Each teacher will hold class meetings weekly, which focus on the four key
questions and weekly motto. Dr. Marone talks about the weekly motto on the announcements
each morning and awards students weekly for demonstrating that motto.

PROFESSIONAL LEARNING COMMUNITIES (PLC’s)
Most Fridays, students will be released early so that teachers can participate in PLC work. This
work is directly related to the planning, instruction, and interventions we implement in our
classrooms to ensure that students master the standards. Once a month, our teachers meet in
collaborative teams with Gavilan Peak teachers.

A professional learning community is a group of educators that meet regularly and work
collaboratively to improve teaching practices and the achievement of students. The questions
that drive the work of PLC’s are:

● What do we want all students to know and be able to do?
● How will we know if they learn it?
● How will we respond if some students do not learn?
● How will we extend the learning for students who are already proficient?

Be sure to read the school newsletters for ongoing information regarding the content of each
early release day.
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